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T.O : 
The Right HoNouraBle, 


JOHN, KENDRICK, ~ 


- Lord MAJOR, and the Right Worthipfull 
the Aldermen of the City of 
LONDOX. 


PPM rels, which have broken forth in 
™» P*¥) thefe Latter dayes,. amongft Pro- 
ied) fefors,have been ready to conclude, 
f either Men: have not underftood that sbing 

which Religion..tignifies, or fe they have abu- 
is | | Az _ fed 








— The Epifile Dedicatory. > 


{ed the Name of Religion, making it ferve to. 
advance themfelves, and promote fome world. 
ly defigne: Andif they thall confider che power 
of unmortifiedJufts in the hearts of wicked mea 
emboldened by the Adyantage of fuch. geueralf’ 

- diffentions, ic will not be fo grear a wonder to 
fee many caft off Ged and Holineffe, as to fee. 
any keeping the Faithjand{cleaveng unto Chrift in 
fuch an houre of Temptation. One great fnare, that: 
the Devill hath layed to intangle foules, hath. 
been, To purthem upon it. to cal] every thing 
into Qusftion 5 which hath bie the more dange- : 
rous, becaule {uch exquirsa doth pretend to ages. 
puity, and is like that. Tree of knowledge, a Tree. 

to bee defiredto make one Wi/e, and certainly it 





| 

is farre better to be humbly and modeftly inqui-. 

fitive, then Popifhly and ——— ignorant, for 
the Wife manseyes are inhis head , bus the Feole 
deftroyes himfelfe by a ftrange implicit faith, and : 
blind obedience : But when-aPreud and Deboyft - 
tit {hall become one Of thofe Fg axis 
Ceranxot thofe fiofirating Quctionfts, how will 
he Vaunt and Friunph-ia his congeits,as if he - 
had Pefed and ‘Mos-ptuft- Touth it felfe: When 
 fucha one is gotten into thislteong hold , whar 
wilknot: lis bold eonfidence daxeto Queftion ? - 
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may aske more queftions chen ten Wi” men 
ean anfwer, yet: ftill he perfifteth in cusige In- 
terrogateries; And fuch isthe difturbance of his 
minde eccafioned by the pride-and wickedueffe 
of his heart, thae his che moft cleare and perty 
pent Reply be madero. his Demands; yeti Hee 
wholly indi{pafed eoxsective frisagtiion, Thys is 


the par deur prand and infulting Sceptick, at once 


Really che Devils Bondflave, and coneeitedly his 
owne freeman. - | 
~ When dowas,by your Onder called to this pub- 
lique fervice, many things of this kind did preffe 
— me, Andthe greatcft impreflion that I 
could peredive upoa my {pint was, To {peake 
fomeathing, that might, by the bleding of God, 
rend to the Vindigation of the ‘Truth of Religi- 
on, from the Malicious, byt Frivolous affrontes 
of Prophane, yet Cunning men; and I could: 
nat findeoutamore Dire megnes to ghis cad, 
shenbiy ar appeale to ‘the(Common fenfe of all 
Regenerate foules, which Lhave done in the fol-- 
lowing difcourfe, .acoording to the mealure of |. 
the gift neceived, the effeds, whereof I heartily. 
defire may be thefetwo, - 

Fink, For ever to - filence that - Machiavilian : 
es ee a Bla{phe- : 





And althongh lie might confides chat a Fook 
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Blafphemy, that Religion is nething but a Poli- 
tique Engine, and that there isno {uch thing in- 
deed any whereto be found. There are thofe in 
the world,who ina true fpiritual fenfe,have heard 
with theireares, and {een with thew eyes, and 
handled with their hands of rhe word of Life; And 
itis to be feared, that chofe foules, which deny, 
that there is any Religion abroad, are wholly 
devoid of it within themfelves. Religion is not 
a Chimera ox Notion, but a real thing in the hearts 
and lives of good men. 

Secondly, To ftirre up and awaken Profeffors, 
that they reft not fatisfied in any Outward forme, 
without the inward life and power of Religion, 
Oh! Bee not contented to ferve in the Oldneffe 
of the Letter, but in che Newnefle of che {piric. 
Wee have raifed fucha Daf#fby our Difputes in 
. leffer matters, and by our efpoufing fuch triviall 

uarrels, that we have almoft loftour Chrift, and 
alienated ouraffe@ions from our firft Husband. 
Icistime for us nowco call forth that Primitive 
{pirit of Love and Purity, if by any meanes wee 
might remove the Scandal of our contentions,and 
exhort one another fo much.the more, a3 we {ee 
theday approaching. --... °° -2 0 3° oe 

After you had patiently given this Sermon the 

z4 7 Hearing, 
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Hearing ,you were ie to importune the Pub- 
lication thereof, whereby your felves and others 
might the better Perpend, and truly examine what 
is therein contained ; which requeftof your Ho- 
sours 1 could not eafily deny, -but have accord- 
ingly performed, and do here tender it to your 
Chriflsan Acceptance, with hopefull confidence, 
‘chat feeing for the Fruths fake’,. ic found fuch un- 
expedted entertainment at your eare,it (hall not be 
defpifed at the more fevere Tribunal of your Bye, 
Now, that good fpirit of Jefus Chrift open 
the eyes of your mindes, that you may fee and 
approve thingsthat are excellent , and perfwade 
your hearts to receive the Truth inthe Love of. 
it, and direé& your ftepsto walke in the paths: 
_ of Mercy and Truth, that.you may be Saved. 


So prayeth,. 
Yours and the Churches 
Servant in the Gofpel.. 


William. Ames. 


q Decem ber 4.16 sr, | 
Oe Imptimetur 7: - 
JOSEPH CARYL. 
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But yce have an Unitionw from the Holy One, and yee know 
all things. 





ei Here hath been of old an irreconcileable feud 
@97| between light and darknefs,between good 
Pees YARN 2nd evill,and wherefoever truth hath had _.,, _,1 
aS) et) it’s dwelling there error and falfhood have tor at enn 
Pees GS 5% endeavoured to intrude themfelves; fo 
that no fooner was truth i#caraate in the 
Perfon of our Lord Fejus, but Axtichrifi, yeamany Anti« 
chrifts did arifeand fet themfelves again{t it 5 fed magna 
fuit Veritas’ & prevaleba', Truth was great and did pre- 
vaile. But when error and falfhood did perceive that 
Truth remained izvulnerable in the Perfon of Chrift, 
they betake themfelves to his pofterity, and the feed of 
the Serpent dothconfliG and try it ouc with the feed of 
-the Woman; yet ftillthe vidory hath been given on 
the Saints fide. But fuch was the malice of Truths great 
Adverfary, the Prince of darknefs, that he would not 
onely not lay down the Fucklers, but that he might ap- 
pear to deferve the name of 4yol/yon and Abaddon, Hee | 
hath left no means unattempted, and hath more curi- 
nt fought out and invented how Hee might yet (if 
poffible) carry the day againft the Truth; and to carry 
on his undertaking hath projected two wayseminently, - 
whereby either to Baani/h Truth wholly out of the 
world, orto /zop her growth and progreffe in the world. 


The oze hath been by open force and violence,to perfecute Amictif; 
| B | the dexuble defiz 
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Ss are anh a ra 
SY the perfons of thofe who have profeffed themfelves to 


KoCe 


be Truth’s fubje&tss; whereby he mightat once make 
them weary of their profeffion, aad deter and affright 
others from oe that Truth which was thus 
perfecuted in thofe that did profefs it. 

The other way hath been by fecret fubtilty and cun- 
ning Sophiftrie to undermine and imbafe the Truth, to. 
mixe his poyfon with Gods wine, whereby Hee might. 
with lefs difficulty either cheat the Profeffors, and own- 
ers of it, or at leaft hinder the Gexsine and naturall effcd 
which pere Truth fhould have upon the mindes ef men.. 
But uponall theglory there hath been.a proteFion and 
defence, and this defence hath been the munition of 
Rocks. : | 

Firft, That there have been violent affaults upon the 
perfons of the Saintsfor the Truths fake, [need not fetch 
an argument from ferrto demonftrate unto you : Eve- 
ry onethat wemeet withall 1s able to tell us of thofe 
primitive perfecutions, and torelate unto us rwefull fto-. 
ries of the bloody Afa//acres that have been abroad. Who 
amongft us is ignorant of thofe Swsrtb- field .Butcheries, 
and thofe whole- burnt-offerings of holy men, which the 
bloody Priefts.of Rome did offer to their. great Idol 2 
What fhall we fay.to this dayes rehearfall of thofe sot iz- 
vincible Armadoes, thofe Pewder-plots and con{piracies ,_ 
thofe armies and infurre@ions, thofe wersand tumults, 
which have threatned as with open mzonth,co {wallow up 
and devoure whole Nations, and Common-wealths, 
where Jefes Chrift hath had his worfhippers? Certain] 
xp thing herein is fo wonderfull as this, that Chrift hath. 
yet a Name inthe world, that Hee hath yet a Nee in 
England. Andthat which hath fecured Truth and her 
fubjects from the mifchief of thefe defignes hath been. 
the powcr fell providence of the Almighty. He that hald- 

etn. 
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-eth the Reins of Government in his hand, who isthe’. 
. great and fupream Aéoderator of this world hath taken 


- -yible ones hath been as a ftorme again{t the wal; {o that,* ~ 
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to himfelf his great pewer, and hath reigned. Bebold, 
God hath been to bis Churches, and holy ones as a Ree Lig EM 
fagefrom theftorme, and asa foadow from the heat, of 

their perfecuting Adverfaries,whilft the blaftoftheter-,. *, 


ry ld 


as we have casfe this day, ian our Anniverfary Comme. 
moration of thef2 #ever to be forgottex deliverances, wee 

may take up that Angelicall Dexologie, and fay,Blefling, 

Honour, Glory and Power , be given to him that fits 

_ the Throne, and to the Lambe for ever,amen, Halle- 

lyja ° : 

”’ Secondly, That there hath been deceit and Sopbiftry w+ 2 Secret craft 
{ed to {teale away Truth from the profeffors of it, no - | 


thing is more clear and manifeft. The Scripture {peak- 


eth exprefly, that there were falfe Prophets among{t the 

ople, and there feall falle Teachers creep in, who 
fhall bring in damnable Herefies,even denying the Lord 
thatbought them. And thefe Agents or Faffors for 
Truths Adverfary, are either thofe Tenebriones Ce Luci- 
fugé, thofe Owles and Night birds, who doe/écretly 
blafpheam the Truth, but dare not come into the Light, 
left their workes of derhuse/s fhould be revealed and made 
manifek. Or elfe they are thofe whom the Father calls 
Meridiani Damones, thofenoon-day Devils, who with 
an impudent forehead dare fet themielves to cry downe, 


and with moft Devillifh confidence to oppofe that 


Truth which wef prevailand conquer. Andthefemay 

be thefe white Devils that would appear in the fhape of 2.Cor 

Angelsof Lighs, whilft indeed fecretly and inwardly” ue 

they are nothing elfe but Feids of Daskaefle. But a- 

gaintt el thefehath our Lord Jefus fecured his Church 

and people; and hath brought off his Truth without 
Ba 
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“lofs or prejudice; andthat by the powerfull working 
of his own Spirit living in the hearts ofholy men. Now ~ 
as we havecaufe every way to dle/s God for Truths fafe- 


bp ee 


, fo from a godly jealoufic and holy fear we may admo-~ 
ah and call upon the Profeffors of Truth, that they 


2- Pel 3.1b¢ not led away with the error of the wicked, orenfna- 


be Context. 


red with the craft and fubtilty of Astichriftian feducers 5 - 


And this was the occafton of that di/courfe which the: A - 
poftle falls upon inthis Chapter, as may be gathered 
from the 26. Verfe, Thefe things have I written unto you con- 
cerning them that feduce you. | 
The aged Apoftle in the beginning of his difcourfe 
doth well confult the condition of Believers to whom 


this Epiftle fhould come, and writes unto them as unto © 


little Childrens In Vert.18, Litile children, you, whofe 
attainment it isto know the Father , even the Father of 


_ our Lord Jefus Chrift, and in him your God and Father: 


My little Children, It 1s Hora noviffima , the laft houre, 
and therefore you had need to /tizr up your: felves , and 
ferioufly to confider, how to fave your felves from that 
great inundation of the my/tery of iniquity, which will en- 
deavour to fupprefle the my /fery of Godlinefs. My little 


- Children, Icisthe laft houre, and as you have heard 


formerly by thofe who inftruged you in the Truth,that 


Antichrift fhould come, fo now already there be many . 


Antichrifts, forthis isthe laft time: And the danger 1s 
greater, forafmuch as thofe Antichrifts who are abroad 


were fometimes pretenders tothe truth of the Gofpell , 


fometimes they profefled themfelves /sbje# unto that 


Truth, which now they endeavonr to oppofe and vilify. 


Yet let me informe you in this, That they weat out from 
‘us, but they were not of us, for if they had been ofus, no 
doubt, they would have continued with us; but they 
went out, that-ic might be made mawife/?. they were 

| noe 
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not all ofus. Now afterHee had given this Arum to 


_ Believers, concerning the appreach of the Antichriftian 


Adverfary ; He gives himfelf and them a Cordial and 
encouragement Inthe words which I have read, But ye 


have an unGion from the Holy one, and yce know all things. 
‘Which words. you may pleafe to look upon as the 


Saints fecurity in evill times, or the heft protection of holy 


and ge falfhood. 
In thefe words be pleafed to obferve thefethree 


things. | 
_ Firft, A glorious Title given to Je/us Chrift, the King 


of Saints. He is called the Holy one. Tou have an annoint- 


ing fromthe Holy one. The {pirits of Antichrift they are 
xncleane {pirits they are profane,.debauched, polluted, 
and polluting {pirits, but the fpirit of our Lord Jefus, 


which isin you, proceedeth from onethat is holy, harm 


lefs,and {cparated from finners. T his is a Title often given 
in the old Teftament to the eterzal/ Majetty, that ixcrea- 


_ menagainft the impudentaflaults of Brazen-faced error, 


The Text oper 
ed. 


1 Chrift the 


Holy one. 


ted Being,God himfelf: And our Lord Jef#s,as theeterna'l _ 


Son of the everlafting Father, is dignified with the fame 

Title, and called the Holy Child, the Holy thing, the Ho- 

lone 3 yeain Dan.9.24. he is called the fendtum fando- 

rum, The great Saint, or the moft holy ofall: Therethe 

Angel tells Daniel that after feventy weeks there fhould 

bea reconciliation made for iniquity , and everlafting 

yighteoufnefs brongbt in, and the *o/t boly fhould be 
annointed : that is, our Lord Jefus Chrift, thetrue 2/c/- 

fiab, fhould come in the flefh and be i#angurated, and in- 
fialled into that great office of an high Prieft , which 
had been for fomany, yeats palt typified and jhadowed ont 

in their Prieft chat ferved inthe Temple. Now this is 

worth our confideratton, That 1f our Lord Jefus, who is 

the Fountain from wherice we receive.this {pirit be fo 

: | holy 


f 
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holy and pure, then furely the effets and operations 
that fee lan doth ace tn thofe sk receive it, 
mult be holy and purealfo, Impurity, uncleanaefsand 
finfull defilements camset poflibly proceed from fo pure 


a {piritasthe fpirte of Jefus Chriftis, whofe Name is, 


_. FheHolyone. ; : 
Pi Secondly, Another thing confiderable tn the words is, 
" Ancfufon of theHoly Ghof from Jefus Chrift upon 
his people. Yee have anunclion, or yee have receiwed the 
anointing. The cuftome ofanointing was anciently u- 
fed either to /éparate and confecrate to an holy ufe, or to 
_ inftall and inaugurate to fome office and fervice, or to en- 
dew with gifts {uicable to fome notable and eminent 
employment. And we finde in the Scriptures, That 
the anointing paft upon fome of thetr Prophets , their 
Criefts, and their Kiags. It isalfo further ablerved, That 
in the fecond Temple, oe or the holy oynt- 
ment was wanting, which might fipnifte tothe Jews that 


then were, that their Ceremonial! Rites were begin- | 


ning to st they fhould therefore long for, and ear- 
, Reftly defire the A¢j/rabs comming, by whom that ae 
nointing and orher things fhould be /xpplyed and refto- 
Fed ina more fingular and eminent way. Our Lord 
Jelus as our high Prieff was anointed; poe ¢ from him do 
all his people as fo many isferiour Priefis, recetve and 
participate of that anomcing : for as it ts obferved, The 


andthe other Priefts werebut /priskicd with that | 


% High Prieft of old had moft oyle poured upan his head, 


oyle. So then the meaning of this anomting which 1s 


poured our from Chrift upon his ge mult needs fig- 
Nifie 4 commumication of the fame {pirit, of the fewe lite, 
A the fame grace and mature, that Jefus Chrift,as the 
chief Prieft, was aveintea withall from the Father- 
fo that the fame difpofition._ and goodnefe of mad. doth 
‘flow out from Chrifttoagraciousfoule, Third. 
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_ ‘Thirdly, Here is the great Senefit that Believers doe 
Receive by this holy anointing, which they have from 
the holy one, and that is, That they 4#ow all things. Tox 
have an unttion from the holy one, and yee kuow all things. 
There is fome difference in the reading of thefe words, 
The Syriack Tranfletor reads them thus, yee know all 


- geen; and in that fence they may refer to that which the 


A poftle Pas! {peaks of in 1 Corint.12.10.where, amoagtt 


the giftsofthe fpirit, which he reckonethup, this 1s. 


one, namely sianploss mrmanmr, the difcersing of {pirits. 
And the truth is, this great gift of difcerning mens {pi- 


rits was more efpecially given to fome then unto others. 


in the primitive times , and they were ablenot oncly 


"probably to conjetFure,but allo to give a judgement con- 
cerning mapy with whom they converled, and did 


thereby difcover divers below and fal/e-b:artcd Hypo- 
crites: which gift may, peradventure, though in a /#al- 


der meafure and lower fy ii liwe even to this day in 


the hearts.ofholymen 5 for verily, they many times do 
give a very {hrewd conjeCture, not to fay judgement,con- 


cerning Profeflors amongft whom they live; but this. 


they doe with a fober, modeft and compalfionate {pitit. 
As for profane monfters, and moterions finners, their con- 


dition 1s obvious, and eafly to be difcerned, by men. 


, 
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3 Knowled 
the benefit | 
anotusing. 


whofe eyes are in their heads, who are not blinded with | 


a Bribe of favour, or prejudiced with fome ford and 
paffronateafteion. But all the Greek Copies, .asis ob- 
ferved, do read the words as we tranflate them. Ye nom 
all things; that is, allthofe saiue, neceffary , and funds- 
mentall Truths, which Jéfus Chrift came todeclare,; as 
from the Fathertothe World; or yee know all things, 
that 1s, All thofe Truths ofthe Go/pel which thofe Aati- 
corifts that now are, or.that great Antichrift which 
fhall come, will fect themfelvesto oppofe and ener 

ou, 
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You, who have this anointing doe moft certainly and 

a{luredly know, and are well eftablithed in thefe prixci- 

pall and capztall Truths which you have received by 

vertue of this anointing. Thus we havea brief accoune 

of thefe words prefented to us: And the point that I thal 

difcourfe upon, with your Chriftian patience 1s this. 
Dot. That the moft certaine and afured knowledze of Chriftian: ° 
‘eacheth” dottrine is attained untoby a participation of the anointing | 
Doctrine of of ‘Jefus Chrift. Yee have received fuch an union, and 
ot thereby it 1s that yee know all things. Every man 
almoft, in thefe days, thinks himfelf well infiruéfed in 
his Profeffion that hee makes, and in the Articles of 
Faith whereunto he declareth himfelfto bee a fervant =. 
who is there, that doth not judge himfelf tobe asa 
Ma fter of I/rael; well under{tood in all points of Theo- 
‘logie; who yet, like Nicodemms , remaineth in the very 
darknefs of ignorance, as zot kno-ving what Regenerati- 
ox andthe new birth might fignifie : for we fhall finde 
that thereisno fuch certaine and infallible way to come 
to the knowledge of heavenly Truths, asby Receving- 
an union from Jefus Chrift. 

When 7Job’s three Friends had fpent much time in 
arguing and redarguing the cafe with Job, Elibs ftand- 
‘eth up and f{peaketh after this manner. I did ex- 
pect that dayes fhould have taught wifedome, aud that 
; I fhould have found underftanding in the multitude of 

years, butnow I finde, there is a /pzri¢ in man, and the 

Gob $2.8in{piration of the Almighty giveth him snderftanding 5 
great renare not alwayes wife, neither doe the Aged 
underftand judgernent; I finda great a plese between 

the judgement that the/e wen, though grave feniors, 

give concerning Job’s cafe, and thejudgement that the 
Spirit of God giveth: [he Cenfure of thefe men procee- 

_ deth from the peewsh, angry {pirits of men, but the judge- 

| | _ . Goooment 
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ment of the divine fpirit in this cafe is according to 
Truth. . = | 
But that #otable Scripture which I fhall briefly fpeak 


"unto is in 1 Corinth. 2. 13,14. &c. where the Apoftle 


{peaking of this very fubjeé, telleth us of many things: 
That which is the /abffrarum , the maine bufinefs of his 


_ -difcourfe, are ta 7% arnpaies, the things of the fpi- 


rit; then he telsusof a zutura/l man and a /pirituall 
man; then hefpeaks of the /pirit of the Horld, the/pi- 
rit of God, and the minde of Chrifi ; and then Hee com- 


pares all thefe together, and bringeth forth thus much, 


namely, That the /piritof the world, the {pirit of a natu- 
rall wan, which isa mundane, worldly {pirit, cannot re- 
ceive the things of the {pirit of God, for they are {piri- 
tually difcerned, andonely they can know them, who 
have the fame /pirit living and dwelling in their foules, 
which Jefus Chrift had dwelling in him having received 
it from the Father; Wee have the minde, and fpirit 


‘of God, and hereby doe we know the things of the 


Spirit. 
That I. may the more clearly manifeft, to this great 
Affembly what my underftanding ts in this weighty mat- 


- ter, give me leave to preface foure particulars, which 


may prevent miftakes, as if any private or parti. 
cular defigne were aimed at in fuch a Doétrine as 
this. 


Foure Propoft 
tions preven- 
sive. 


‘Firft, Aan as a reafonable Creature is the fubjecé of 1 Rational 


Chriftian Docrine. Man doth not throw away his mind 
and underftanc'isg when hee comes tobe profe/ited into 


. the Truthsof Chrift, When God undertaketh to in- 


forme aman with heavenly dodtrine, hee doth not 
deale with himas hee would deale with a ffone which 
he would raife up to be a child to Abraham, for he 
findeth man already endowed with a minde and will, 

C | upon 
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of Chrijts‘Do- 
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tpoa which account Hee is capehe to heare further 
from his God. Mans snderflanding is of very good ule 
in Chriftian Religion 5 for by that is manableto com. . 
manicate much of his fence in heavenly things unto o. 
‘thers, asalfoto plead for, and by argument to sack 
the Truth recetved, again{t the Caviéls and ogntradi- 
&ions of fuch as oppofe themfel ves. I muft confels free. 
ly what I apprehend, That, in the moment of a mans cor- 
version, when the grace of God powerfully ceizeth:up- 
‘on his {pirs to turne bim from darknes co light, and. 
from the powerot Satan unto God, thofe és that he | 
doth then performe, are the molt national! ai%s that ever. 
he did performe in all his life. The ads of Repen- — 
tance, Faith and Selfe- deryall, the a& of tumingfrom 
fin unto God, whichare the ads that appear inthe firft 
motion of thefouleunto God, thefe are tw themjilves - 
and to: the foxle, moft reafonable, equitable, juft and 
‘rights yea, in the further progre/s of the grace of God | 
‘in mans minde, when it growes up into {antification | 
and holinefs, the sder{ianding of aman doth a& and - 
acteth xaderflandingly. The truth is, This minde and 
underftanding of a man ts <rbe ri-4uyus, as the great 
Philofopher calls it, the very flower of amans fouls, 
which is #ot blafted and withered by the Truthsof the 
Gofpell, but it 1s thereby reformed, rectified, repaired and — 
refigredtoits primeve perfection, with great advantage. 
So that F think, ina fober fence, what the A poftle fpeaks 
of the Law, That it is se psi. radeyeys, 2 School- 





-Mafter to Chrift, may be fayd of mans naturall know- 


ledge, and underftanding - In which fence oneof the 
Antients ealleth true Philofophy wpewadile x09, am . 
inferiour Schoole, or a fore- teaching to Chrift, as it is 
that which renders a man capableand fit to receive the 
im prefiions ofa divine {pirit : For certainely a man 7#a |. 
| i$ 
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his witts, and.net a mad , difiradted man , is the fubjett 
of Gods grace, of his converting and fandifying 


grace. | 
_ Sesondig, The written word of God, in the Scrip- 
turesof Truth, is the onely owtmard rale of faith and 
manners, Fhis isthe sovma fidei & meornm; According 
to this rale muft every man. order his converfation , 
Has.8.20. To the Law and to the Teffimony, if they 


{peak not according to this. word, t& is becaufe t 
have not fomuchas sorning-light io them. This is the 
royal Stasdardof Truth, untowhich we muft bring alk 


mens dagmata , their aflertions, aad opinions, which are 
veuded for Truth ia the warld: Hereby may we exemize, 
and jadge of alltbat, which men would obtrude upon 


of God. It wasthat,for which, the Holy Ghoft doth fo 


 highly-commend the Beréax Chriftians, That they recei- 


ved the word with all seadinefs of mind, and fearch.d 
the Scriptures daily whether thofe things were fo; and 





Ir 


2 The writ 
word the out - 
ward Ruk. 


- us, [. peconamend,to every one that heares.me, the con — 
tant fladyieg of the holy Scriptures, as being the Oracles 


upon this account they were called wystcqn, more 


noble, asbeing better borne, better bred; better educated 
then thofe of Theffalonica, Ewitlonely adde this, That 
the Letter of the Scriptures is but dead without a divine 
power joyned with it, and a /pirit, moving mans mind, 
withoat awerd,\s vey queftionable and dangerous. . 


Thirdly, The Holy Sprrit, which is underftoad by this 3 Te Untitia 


anointing, iso private {pirit, or particular impulfe, no ef i 


per{waftor or extraordinary in{piration, but a. gent. fenfe, 


rall and univerfall fenfein all regenerate winds. Holy men 
.doe all agree, by common confent,in thofe Fruths,which 


the New Creature doth chiefly refent and rellifh, The 
Apoitteto this purpofe ufeth swo. expreffions, 1 Cor. 


‘into 
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into ene body, and havebeen all made to drinke into one 


spirit: and wee have the fame fpirit of Faith. Wherethe: 


Apoftle confiders the community of Chriftians, under. 
the zotien of a body made up of feverall members, 
which muft have 4 foule and [pirit to informe, animate, 
quicken and enliven it: This is that fpirit of Jefus 
Chrift which doth /:ve in the foules of holy men; ‘and 
diftinguifb them from the common Herd of Infidels and 
Beaftly finners. Although we may be ignorant of that 
which the Philofophers meant by their Anima mundi 5 
the fouleof the world, yet methinks every gracious 
heart fhould eafily apprehend what is that f{pirie and 
foule of the regenerate world, But here I muft acknow- 
ledgealfo, That the eternall pirit of God doth fometimes. 
come downe as from Heaven,and particularly move up. 


_ Onaregenerate minde, whereby irdoth drelerupir blow 


off the afhes and ftir wp thofe heavenly fparkes , which 
Jay in the foule as buried under fome clouds of fadnefs, 
and hereby the frozen and benumened {pirit of a precious 
faint doth finde it felfe thawed into a vivacious fitnefs 
for any fervice. This is that which peer Loa calls forin 
Seng 4.16. Awake O North winde, and come thou Sonth, 
blow upon my Garden, that the (pices thereof meay flow ont. 
This difcourfe, I conceive, may fhew us the difference 
between the good [pirit of God, which fober minds con- - 
verfe withall, and that F paaeige and exfiatrck {pirit , 
which vaine men pretend unto, andare deluded with. 
This {pirit,in boththe fenfes that-we have {poken of, 
may net be condemned asa groundlefs Exthufiafme , for. 
as the learned Cameron obferves, Enthuftafmus eft, uvi quis 
eft mcrum organum, fene omni uf rationis C» judicij. Then 
tsa manacted by fucha {pirit, when he uttereth Reve- 
lations wethout the ufeof his wnderftanding and reafon , 
as .{ometimes the Prophets of old did, who were but as: 
a trash 
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. atrenk or inftrument through which the fpirit wate 
the 


ed thofefecrets , which God would declare unto 


- world. . 


Fourthly, The fpirit of Chrift fignified by this anointing, 
is firft received in the way of his Ordixances, and is thereby 
maintained and carryed on, anddoth live with great delight 
in the ufeof thofe Ordinances where it was firftreceived. He 
who hath received the anointing from theHoly one, 

- knows where he hath received it, and he knowes alfo, 


that the fame fpirit can breath no where fofreely , as in: 


fuch holy aire. The new Creature was borve under the 
Ordinances oftheGofpell, and iszurfed and brought 
up underthem. Faith came firft by hearing , and Faith 


groweth and receiveth ftrength, poy nourifhed by the. 


{ame Doérine, by which it was at firft planted.: They 
who have heard and learned of the Father come unto 
Chrift, and know not whether to goe from him,becaufe 
he hath the words of eternall life. The Apoftle in 2- 
Cor. 3.8. calleth the miniftration of the Gofpel the #- 
niftratron of the fpirit,as being that by which the foul doth: 
receive, and grow up inthis divine and heavenly life, 


_ Therefore the Author of this Epiftle writing to anoint. 
ed ones, tels themthat as they had beard foit fhould be. 


that Antichrift would come, and that they fhould abide 


in the Truth; whereby he doth comsxend them and- 


their Teachers for their great care and diligence in 

fearching ont andreceivingthe Truth. I need not {pend. 
time in fhewing the lawfulnefs, convenicncy , and ne- 

ceflity of Gofpell Ordinances, fuch as are, Hearing the. 
word, prayer, breaking of bread, to fhew forth the. 
Lords death, andthe reft which are of the like inititu- 
tion. Onely thisI would {peak by way of admuition, as. 
it is a ferious and generall.obfervation which holy men. 


haye made, ‘That no fvoner do men cait off the ufe of 
the 
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the Ordinances and appointments of fefus Chrift , but. 


atthe fame. time they doe caf? of God and godtinefs , 
and laying the Rei#s upon their own necks, they fet the 
foot upor the holy Law, ruaning defperately upon fur- 


ther mifchtef, Thus hath divine ice branded thofe 


who wouldnot humbly fubmittofuch facted m/tiudi- 
ons. Such isthe Afajefty and Authortry of thefe things, 
that almoft every-man in the ufe of them doth finde an 
awe upon his confcience, and feel himfelfe conewanded 
into a moderate and fober modelty, a sodePfobriety and 
moderation. s 4 3 
Having thus layd downe thefe foure particulars by: 
way of prevention, give me leave to exphine thefenoe 
of the Dottrine ia thefe feven following propofitions. _ 
Firft, The Lord Jejus.as head of his. Church was firft a- 


nointed with the divine {pirit. Here began this hoby Unati- 


on; Jefus Chrift was the fiz Receiver of the Spirit. 
The eternall {pirit powred forth an abundance of this 
ointment upon the perfon of our Lord Jefus, He was 


_ anoineed with theoyle of gladnefsabowe his Fellowes. 
‘In theancient anoiatings, God had appointed certaine 


meafnres of thisoy! to be. fpent upos the penfons anoin- 
ted : Saul was anointed with a Cruife of oyle, as not like 


‘to continue in the throne long; David was anointed 


with a horace of oyle, his Kiagdome being to semamne: 
longer; but it pleafed the Father that ia Jefus Chrift 
fhould all fulnefs dwell, fo that in Waa 10. he iscalted 
The anointing; and fuch ts the favourof his good oint- 
ments that his Name isat- ointment powred forth, there~ 


fore doethe Virgins lovehim. TheLord Jefus did Re- 
_ceive this fulnefs for omr fakes, that from i we might re- 


ceive, and gracefor grace. Hee wasto be the head of 


his Church, propter eminentiane C influextiam, not one- 
dy forfuperiority, but alfo for influence and convey=- 


vance, 
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ance, fothat upon this account Hee was fir{t confidered 

in the bufinefs.of anoiating, that he might be ufefull for 

conveyance of this {pirttto his people. ‘The ointment - 

poured upon the head of the high Pricft, ras downe 

upon his and tothe skits of his clothing , lea- 

ving afweet fragnescre and favor behinde it: fo doth 

this{pirit of our Lord Jefus, flow from him, down to all 

~ his faints,and per fiamesthem with his owne {weetnefs. 

Aadasthe Prophet £4j4h, when hee went to: heaven, 

let hts mantle and /pirt# fall upon Elia : fo did our 

diefledLord and Saviour, after his 2/cention, fend forth 

_ his owne f{prrit to dweli with his. Difciples, as their. 

folace,and:cosmfort,in bis neceflary abfence. ie, 
Secondly, Fefus Chréft asa fecond Adam doth begett jecund Ad 

Children after bis owne Image, The firlt Adum brought bath biso 

foith children in: his ownelikenefs,, deriving to them "" ° 

the fame naterail {pirit which was in himfelfe : fo 

. doth the fecond Adam propagate his poftericy, and 

give unto them hisowne {pirit which is fupernaturall 

and heavenly ; The Prure doth not fo exadly refem- 

ble the face, as the regenesate foule doth refemble her 

everlafiing Father, This Notion lyeth very obvious in» 

the 5. ofthe Romans. Wherethe Apoftle difconrfeth 

of the two Adamsand theirtwo pofterities, with their 

feverall advantages, or prejudices that they received _ 

from their head : Asby ove mun finne entered into the | 

world, and death by finne, and death paffed upon all, . 

forafmuch asall have finned: which words referre to 

the whole pofterity of the firfé vdem: fo by ene man 

camelife, by one came forgtvenefs, by.onecame fuch a - 

univerfall repacation 5 thut as ## Adam all dyed, fo in 

‘Chrift allare made.alive; allthe pofterity ofthe fecond 

Adam areas much, yea more advantaged by their Head . 

_ Jelus Chrifts then all the poerity of the firjé Adan: - 

were 
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-were damnified by his A poftacy, and the influence that 
ithaduponthem. The Lord Jcfus findes the:children 
ofthe firft Ade in their natural! capacity; and maketh 
them the fubjectsofhis grace, but Hee bringeth forth 


upon their minds and {pirits a ew creation, whichhe 


_ did not findein them, nonotia# fexime, not inthe feeds 


or root of it: Heecometh by his f{pirit to doe fome 
thing in man, whichcould rot be done by the /wblizz- 
tion or improvement of thofle ludera natura, thofe re- 
liques and remainders of Shipwrackt nature, for if fo, 
then what meaneth that bitter Cup, what meant that 
pomp of bloody fufferings, which Telus Chrift.did under- 
goe? What need was there that he fhould’come en. 
dowed with fo much {pirit? If Natural principles, which 
yet remaine in the broken pofterity of the firlt dus, 
could have brought forth that which now is the great 
defigne and undertaking of Chrift in the world; Hee 
feemeth to have comein the flefh, and to have fuffered 
fuch contradiction of finners, and fo fhamefull, accurfed 
death upon the Crofs upon too fal and too ixferiour ace 
count. Doth Jefus Chrift,after a/l this,effe& no more up- 


.on men, then what the /cattered peices of decayed nature 


being gathered together,could effe@ upon them? Sure- 
ly, Hretbren , Hee doth more then fo, for hee begetts 


.children unto himfelfe as a Father, and ##iteth members 
‘unto himfelfe as an Head, Hee tran{planteth foules into 


an other foyle, andthey live in him, deriving fap and 
{pirit from him as from their better foyle, their new Root. 
The Apoftlein Gal. 4. doththus exprefs it, My litrle 
children, wita whom I travaile in birth, -xqes & opted 


pests ww vei», untill Chrift be formed in yor: thatis, until 


the /pirtt of our Lor comes to be that to your 


-foules, which your foules are unto your bodies; The 
reafonablefoulein man isthe principle of life,. and that 


by 
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by which he is denominated to beaman,and diftinguifh- 
eafremabeaft.; {o doth the {pirit of Chrift working it 
felfe into the fouleof man, transforme him into his owne 
“Image, and this mew Creature hath the fame fpirit, na- 
ture and difpofition with Jefus Chrift, whereby he is de- 
nominated a Chriftian, and diftinguifhed from other 
men. The perfon of Jefus Chrift was that originall copy, 
according to which all his pofterity thould be made 
sislcatalile This isthat which the A poftle {peaks to 
in 1 Cor. 15.where Hee faith, As wee have born the image 
of the earthly, fo muft we beare the image of the Heaven- 
ly Adam which is not onely to be underftood in a cor- 


7 ——- That our bodies inthe Refurre@tion hall 


ecalled out of their duft into the likenefle of Chrifts 
glorified body, but in a /pirituall fenfe alfo,for our minds 
and foules having received the firft fruits of the R efur- 
retion within themfelves already,they alfo thall in uni- 
on with their bodies rifeup in a compleat fimilitude and 


_ likeneffe to our Lord Jefus, having limbe for limbe, 
_ gracefor grace. : os 


Thirdly, The fpirit and li fe of Chrift communicated to 3 Chrift’s {pi 
bis people, doth make then capable and able to underfiand bis la i ii hed 
will, When the fpirit of Regeneration is paft upon the dis Tih, 
foule,then doth a man become fit to underftand hea- 
venly Truths. Itis true, There is a kinde of rationall 
affent toheavenly Truths before converfion, and the 
naturall man doth underftand the fetter of the {pirit , 
but not the /pirit of the letter ; yet noman hath fo clear, 
fo fulland undoubted underftanding of thofe things as 
he whofe mindeis defecated and purged trom the dreggs 
Of worldly Infts: which arelikea 1°88 and #ift upon the 
face ofthe foule.. The foules of men are like fo many 
glafes, which refle& theimage of things prefented be- 
fore them, now ifthere be a ffeame breathed upon the 

D glaffe, 
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glafle, the Reflection is very little, or none at all; or if 
the light, which fhould convey the{peciesfrom theab- _ 
je& to the glafle, bee but a diz twi.light,a weake and in- 
fufficient light, there 1s no reflection neither 3 fo itis 
with the foules of men, -whilft our worldly affeGions, 
and adulierate lovetofiane and wickednefs, doe boyle 


- and bubble up within us. fending up their fteames 19- 
- to our minds, thethings of God cannot be feen, aecord- 


wmenidlive 
pl -dge 
tfull and 


ri2ine. 


ing to the greatue/s of that beauty and excellency which 
is upon them; Hethat caufed the lightto fhine out of 
darknefs, mutt fhine in our hearts, — that perieyis. 
sii ptewems,that light.of the knowledge of the glory of God. 
in the face of Jefus Chrift; for asthe Pfalinift fpeaks te 
tuo lnmine lumen videbimas, inthy light we fhall telight.. . 
The holy nature of Jefus Chrift is the true Col/yriam,the 
true cye-/alve,wherby the foul muft be cured of itsblind- 
nefs; andthe Apottle fpeaks in Col. 3.10. of patting on 
thenew man 72? qraxenéuoo the dulyvect, which is renewed 
into knowledge, according to the image of him that 
created him : Untill we be renewed 1n the fpirit of 
our mindes, and taken off from the love of this world, 
and thethings thereof, wee cannot attainetoa right 
new Teftament knowledg of thofe things, whieh Chrift 
hath revealed from che bofome of the Father. There is 
a pat putim cordis, aforeskin of the heart, a pride and - 


folency of the naturall {pirit , which mutt be circamcifed 


and deftroyed, beforethe foule can attaine unto a full 
vzew of that excellent.and glortous Truth, which Jefws 
Chrift doth prefent us withall. | 
Fourthly, The kazowledge of Chriftian Dothrine gromded. 
onely upon Argument ts but donbtfall & onsertam knowledge. 
I conceive, that Syllogs(mes and arguments aveonely for. 
thrs world,and the things ofthis worbd, but not for the 
things of God & of the other world .The natural Philo- . 
fopker | 
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.  fopher attains to his naturall knowledge by obfervations 


and experiments tn feverall particulars, by xtecedents 
and comfequests,& moft of his knowledge in thofe things 
is very ates crazy and quefsionable, which made that 
ilofopher after all hisinquiry for knowledge, 

rofefs, That he onely attained to this, that he knew 
imfelfeto be ignorant, Hoc tantum fcio quod nibil fcio, 
‘This onely do I know, that I know nothing. But God 
hath ordained a better way to convey his Truth into our 
hearts, and that is by a resovation of our minds, and by 


the communication of 4 divine nature. God hath not left 


his people at uscertaintiesin thofe things which arema- 
teriall and neceflary,but hath given them morethen the 
certainty ofa demenftration. Whatfoever | doe recezve 
for Truth upon the account of argumentative conclufi- 
‘ons, that Iam bound tolay afide and d:fowne for Error 
upon the like account , when a more probable argu- 
ment comes: Andtruly Friends,if all the ground of our 
entertaining Chriftand Truth, or Chriftian Doétrine, 
be, becaufe fuch an argument conveyed it unto us, what 
fhall become of us and the Truth, when wee mect with 
a fubtile fophister and Antichriftian Head, who fhal frame 
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an argument again{ft the Truth, w«nfwerable by our | 


Logick? Where fhall a man ever cont i , it hemuit live 
upon thefe tearmes in the world ? Befides, every one to 
whom the Gofpell of Chriftis preached, hath not az 
bead {trong enough to grapple with the bigue/e and depth 


of fomekinde of ‘arguments , who a may have their 


deartstruly mortifiedto this world, and carryed out 

in lovetothe perfon and xeture of our Lord Jefus. The 

ground of that antient fcepticifme, and that dutreantla, 

‘of the Academicks, whereby they did affert that no- 

thing could be comprehended, might be this; All 

their knowledge was derived unto them by probable 
D 2 


: conclufions 
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concluffons , fo that no thing was certainly and eternally 
true and infallible, but conjecfurall and probable onely., 
and to beentertained according to the retinue and pomp 


of well dreffled arguments. Hee that 1s but an Argumen- . 


tative Chriftian,is rather a {ceptick,then a true-Chriftian: 
He isa Chriftian at the greateft w#certaity in the world : 
I muft confefs, many Notiozs which are obtruded upon 
men as Orthodoxeal,and contended for #4 others as prin- 
cipall pieces. of Theologie, mutt be foverly examined by 
Scripture and reafon, for they are not perfexota,they are. 
not {cen by theirown light, & in fuch opinions, sodefty 
and fobriety are highly commendable. Yea, I confefle 
further, That the heavenly principles of the New Crea- 
ture may be Back'dand ftrengthyed by rationall argu- 
ments, and many times, the foule is conftrained by a 
pracdicall Syllogifme to be lefle difquieced within it felfe ; 
but yet, The wot cleare evidence. and affurance of the 
Tru'hand goodneje in thefe holy things of Chrift and 
thenew.Creature, arifeth out of themfelves, as light 
flowethfrom.thebocy of the Sun, without tke pr 
or compulfion of an. harfh argument; yea, anda regene- 
rate heart doth by an holy. Syzspa:hy,cntertaine with in- 
finite delight thefe precious and holy Truths. Argu- 
ments and Syllogifmes doe. make a great noife in the 
world ;: meethinke, they are not unlike to that ap- 


Keres nod fe Horeb untothe Prophet Fiijah, when the 


reat and {trong winde rent the mountaines, and brake 
in piecesthe Rocks, but it 1s faid, the Lord was not in 
the winde, nor in the earthquake, nor in the fire, but 
he was in the ftill, [mall voice. Lux.fpiritus (andi cft lenis 
lux, perfundens fe mentibus. The Holy {pirit doth gently 
hover over thefoule, and brood upon it ; Heavenly Do-. 


Grine fallech downe upon the {pirits of men, not like a- 


inighty violent raine, but like a. fhowre of oyle, likea 
‘weet honey-d ew. Fift bly, . 
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Fiftbly, dhe inward enfe of a regenerate minde ,. doth § Inward, 
eaftly judge between ¢ brif and Antichrift. Such holy seeerh be. 


ree Chri 


foules are well refolved about the things of God, they jij Amich 
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do not halt between God and Baal, arguing themfelves 
out ofall Religion and modefty; but they have a zatn- 
ral tendency towards thefe things, and they feel a magne- 
tick vertue fecretly over- powerthem : This is the na- 


* turall working of the new. Creature, whereby the foule 


doth inwardly javonr and rellifh, difference and diftingnifi 
between the Doétrines of Chrift, and the Impoftures of 


' Antichrift. Jefus Chrift tells usin Joh 10. That his 


Sheep do hear his voice; but they will not follow a {tran - 
ger, for they kxow not the voice of {trangers. Whereby 
Fre would have us to underftand, That all his Difciples, 


who are truly taught ofhim, doe carry within them- 


felves the Lapis Lydms,the 1 ouch-ftone of Truth, and 


fuch is the prefent Touch or Tafte that fome — do ~ 


make upon their {pirits, that they doe eafily difcerne 
from whence they come, although they doe not bring, 
them to an externall Judicatory. The Divine nature 
whereof we are made partakers, doth put a difference 
between that which is rea/ly and truly heavenly, and 
that whichis onely counterfeit ftuffe, asthe Touch{tone 
doth between Gold and Copper. Itis worthy of our 
obfervation, That every life doth attra and concoéé. 
that which is fuirable to its nature, and the moft infe- 
riour life hath fuch a faculty. The Plants-of the earth 


— dodraw unto themfelves that fap and juice which ts 


proper for them,and do dige(t it into nourifhment; - Te. 
Beafts of the field doe naturally move towards: tho{¢ 


things which will maintaine their lives, andtutne afide 


from that which 1s poyfonous and deftructive ta them,and 
what is by them-reccived, they turne, i fuccum C fit 
geincm,ioto food and nourlfhment,anddoe grow there- 

| _), by. 


ww 


~ 


22 


The Holy Anointing 


by. Therationall lifein a naturall man doth by obfer- 


Joh.z 


2.Fum. 
4 


vation , argument, anddifpute, gather up naturall 
Truths, whereby the man becomes well polifhed- in his 
underftanding, and may deferve the name of an 7 - 
ed Fhilofopher 5 {o doth that fpiritwall and heavenly life, 
which we call the new Creature, and Divine nature in 2. 
Chriftian, it, being indued with fuch an attractive and _ 
digeftive taculty, doth know what is fuitable or unfuita-— 
ble to it felfe, and doth accordingly affect or dif-rellith 
it. The Needletouched with a Load{tome doth not more 
naturally movetowards the Pole, then a foule touched 
with 2 Divine Spirit, doth move towards and freely em- 
brace thetruths of Chri/é 5 it cannot reft at any point in 
the compafs untill it be cestered there. Menin whom the 
{pirit of this world lives, aad is predominant, do natu- 
rally affect worldly things,the lufts of the fleth,the lufts 
‘ofthe eye, andthe pride of life. Hethat loveth profit, 
is wholly taken up In getting wealth; He that loveth 
_bonour and popular applaufe, doth fet himfelfe to pleafe 
men ; Hee that loveth plea/ures, ftudieth excefs, riot, 
wantonnefs, and dalliance; and all thefe do finde their 
f{piritsmove with a kinde of #dturalnefs towards fach 
things, and take wonderfull contentment inthem; fo . 
thatas the A poftle {peakes, Thefe men are eratsere; grnsip- 
“yvpel, warner % ¢2adbelo, Lovers of pleafure,loversof mony,ra- 
ther then lovers of God. The /pirit of Jefus € brit, in the 
hearts of holy men,doth,with /avowr and reli, enter- 
tainthe things of God, whilft other men that have but 
common {pirits,cannot take any delight or complacency 
inthem. Such wasthe hearty & fincere affection of Ti- 
smothy towards the Philippians, that Saint Paul faith, there 
-wasnonelike him, who did:yrartes oa fel evriiy upper, na 
tarally take care of their affaires. And it-is much more 
‘true ofa regenerate heart; for none attaine to fuch a 
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difcretion in heavenly Truths as it felfe attaineth unto, 
for unto aman void of fuch a life, thofe precious truths 
are likethe white of an egge, without any favour. 
Sixthly, The true knowledge of heavenly things encreafet 
according to the meafure of Sanctification . 1 doe not {peak 





termes it, but of trae knowledge, that is, asward, experi- 
mcatal underftanding.and this grows up as holines doth 


enlarge it felf in the foule. Theclearer the Gla/s, the. 


more perfect is the RefleZon that it makes; The more 
pure and fporlefs the foul ts, the better doth it receive 
and judge of heavenly things. Ifie be but Dzy-oreak, or 
a dim and dus kie twilight,we have amore doubrfull ap- 
pearance of things that are before us: but if ic growes 
toa morning-light,andonce encreafeth mto a noo2-day 
brightnefs,then have we amore exadt and judicious vi- 


fiom of them. When the foul begins at firft to turn unto. 


God, it harh fometafte or fmattering of thefe fpirttuall 
dam ties, and it is like rhat afte, which new-borne babes 
have ofthe milk which they fuck from the Brefts ; but 
when the Cheiftian follows on to know the Lord, whofe 


going forth is prepared as the worning, aad when he 


doth refolvedly, and ftrongly carry on the work of fan- 
&tification in his heart and life, then doth he cometoa 


more prature and ripexed judgement of thefethings 5; Hee _ 


wasa child before, but now he ts erown up to 2 frronmg 
man in Chrift. The great Apoftle tells us, When he 


was achild, he thought asa child, Hee underftood as a- 


-child, but when he became aman, hee put away child- 
ifh things , His apprehenfions of truth were but /ow and 


weak, becaufe his re ce was not great, but now he; 
& 


looks upos the brighter face of truth with greater com- 


_ -placency then he did before. Our Lord Jefus tells us. 
An Jobs 7.17.1£ any man willdoc his will,hee thal! kxow 


of: 


hy § Heave 
knowledg 
portionad, 


of knowledge falfiy fo called, as the Apofthe fome where Sanéific 


ofthe Dodrine whether it be of God. The beft way to 
know. affaredly and impregnably the truth of thofe things 
which God {peaketh in his word, is to obferve and o- 
bey thofethings which God enjoynes. The Holy Ghoft, 
which is the beft witnes of Jefus Chrift & his Do@rine, 
is given tothem that obey him, 4.5.32. and thefe men 
do {weetly reft in an affurance of the truth, whilft others 
who are of impxre {pirits do quarrel! and {narle againft 
it. Hethat would grow iz the keowledge of our Lord and 
Saviour Jefus Chrift, let him grow in grace,as the A- 
oftleexhorts in 2 Pet. 3. 18. One that is newly eritered 
into the School of Chrift, doth finde ita hard and diffi- 
cult task, to fubdue every corruption : The fins of eds- 
cation, caftome ,and naturall tendencyare not eafily mafte- 
red; Hence it comes to pafs, that upon any /aps, o- tall 
into any particular fin, the foulebegins tobe haunted - 
with {crupulofities, doubts, and fears,.yea, tt doth upon 
fuch occafions fall to queftion the trath of grace, and 
the certainty of the Gofpel, whereas, in cafe of a con- 
{tant and clofe walking with God, there be no fuch 
cloxds axifing, but acon faa = upon the face of the 
foul. The truth fs,all thofe fecret /{piciors,and jealou- 
fies concerning the certainty of the wayes of Chrift, or 
ofthe worke of his grace upon ourhearts, doe proceed 
from fome guilt contracted by ad&s of violence againft 
the light and principles of the new Creature. Would 
you then bee perfe& in>and afsred of the truths. of the 
, Gofped, take the Apoftles counfell , Put yee on the Lord 
Fe/us Chrift and make no provifion for the flefh to fulfill the 
lufisthereofe = =~ 
“igeby " seventhly. The holy anointing én a regenerate foxle will 
uIiNg § ‘ : : . “f2: ? 
5. remaine without pollution by Artichriftien fallhood. This 
anointing which yeehave received abideth in you, and 
as 1t hath taught you, yee fhall abidein him ; fofaith 
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our Apoftle, in 1 Job.2.27.&Panlin 2 Cor.t.21.fhews the 
ground of a fouls e/t2bli/hment in the truth to: be this ho- 
ly union, this participation of the divine n ature from 
God, Hethat effablibeth us with you in Chrift, and hath 


~ anointed us,is God. Such a foule can donothing againft 
the Truth, but far the Truth. They who are perfwa- 


ded into an Orthidox opinion, or article of faith, by an 
humane argumen}, Pay againe be eafily cheated of that o- 
pinion by that «fia rH7 arbpieay, that dice-play of men, 
when fome cunning Antagoni{t fhall cogg an argument 
which may feem to import a fairer probability. But he, 
that hath chis award light of the life of Chri/?,as his guide 
into the knowledge of holy things.is not eafily removed 
from the Truth, or much affrighted with the terror of 
arguments, but fhall hold hisowne for ever. Children 
and fools may exchange their Gold for Counters, but the 
wife mans eyes are in his head, and he will not part 
with his soft precious Faith upon {uch eafie tearms. This 
true knowledge of God, and fpirit of Chrift in the foul, 
is that smortall feed, that eteralllife, which fhall never 
die; hethat hath faid, Touch not mine anointed, will 
{uffer none to lay vivlent hands upon his tender off- 
{pring;and in ale ofany impudent aflault or bold affront 


offered to his facred inmiage, it fhall appear, MKhat Hee — 


who is in arenewed mind is greater then he t hat is in the 
world, This holy anointing, this new creation in the 
foule, isa Principle of recovery in cafe of fome particular 
Apoftacy, and may be fignified by that voice bhin one, 
which the Prophet J/aiah fpeakes of , which {Mall fay, 
this is the way, walk in it, when he turneth totheright 
hand, and when heturneth tothe left. Suppofe a man 
having received this anointing, fhould,at any time, by a 
{odaine temptation, defile himfelfe with fin, whereby 
his glory 1s ftained, his {pirit difquieted, his confcience 

E wound- 
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wounded, and his peace interrupted, he fliall finde {uch 
fecret firuglixgs and fér7oings within himfelte, thae he iz 
never quiet untill his filthinefs be wa/it off, and the new 
Creature withia him rejtored to former freedom. U 
this account the fpirit of Chrift is an holy un@ionsfor as 
oyle will not eafily wixe with other liquots, OF *rdorpe. 
raté with other baddies, fo this divine fpirit will preferve 
it felfe pure,and hate the very garment {potted with che 
ficfh. An holy fouleislike atountain, or well fpring. 
of water, into which there may be thrown dirt a 
trafh, but the forntain will {till be cleaning it elf, and 
purging ont that filth which was cuftintofe; the {prrit of 
us Chrift dwelling thus in the foule, will contmually 

e working out of all darknefs, and leading it on from 
light to light. So - 
Thus have we opened the Do@rine unto you, ztd 
made it manifeft, That the moft certamm Knowledge of 
heavenly truths, arifeth from the anomtizg of Chrits 
{pirit within the foule, and not from outward argu- 
ments. The {piritof God doth convey thefe truths into 
the foule, Thenew Creature doth refent them,and this 
anointing doth eftablith thefoute in aceértain affurance 
ofthem. Now by way of appltcation, give me leave to 
{peak briefly to fome few Corollaries or deductions which 
flow naturally from this aotion which hath been thus 
explained. ate re 

Firft. Ifthe new Creature brought forth in the foul, 


uf. . Ss 3 3 
be promises of by the {pirit of regeneration be that which teacheth the 


le (ptvik ex- 
unded, 


certain knowledge of Chriftian Doctrine, Then here we 
may fce what is thetrne meaning of that {pirit of Chrift, which 
he bath fo univerfally promifed to beftow aps his peopl. fhe 
Old and New Teftament is full ofpromiesinthiskind. 


_ Allthy people hall bee beofisexie, taught of God; a rte 


heart will I give you, anda a /pirit will Tput within 


you, I will put my /perit within you, andcaufeyouto . 


walke 
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walk in my ftatutes; I will make a new Covcxunt with the 


— houfe of J/rael, I will put ~y laws into their minde,and 


write thee upontheir hearts, and they fhall not teach 
every man his Neighbour, and every man his brother, 
faying, Knowthe Lord, as7f they were ignorant of himor 
a peree with bw, forthey fha)lall know mee, from 


27 


the leaft to the greateft,& this {pirit,which I will poure 


ut upon my fervants, and mine handmaids, fhall lead 
them into all Truth. Now allthefe, andthe like glori- 
ous promifes,do fignifie unto us that experisentall know- 
ledge of Godand Truth, which 1s the proper effet of 
this Renovation of minde which hath been fett before 


ble feed, and tranfplanted into our Lord Jefus, asintoa 


‘new root; partaking of his fap and {pirit, then doth it at- 


taine to.a more cleareunder{ftanding of the will of God, 
and hath amore perfect favour, andrellifh of Chrift and 


- his wayes. This holy Spirit is that true Shecherah, that 


indwelling of Gadi the foule, which was antiently 
fhadowed out by that cloud of prefence, which fate be- 
tween the Cherubims wings,in Solomors Temple. Then 
are we indeed taught of God, when this {pirit dwells 
within us; then age weeunder the fulfilling of thefe 
promifes, when we have received thetruth, not as it 
comes from Pax/, or as it is delivered by 4po//o, but the 
Truth as it 2s in ‘fefus : when the {pirit of Truth doth 
make usto know not the word but the power of it, im- 
planting the minde of Chrift in our mindes, and turne 
ing of usfrom the ways of fin, into the love of God.I do 
not here determine what thofe larger meafures,or high- 
er degrees of this: teaching inay be, in the latter dayes, 
when the dsowledgc of the Lord Maall cover the earth, as 
the waters doe the Sea. | | 

- Secondly, If the beft way to acertainty of knowledge 


. use When the foule is borne againe of that incorrupti- . 


2 Ufc, 
Proud man 
muft be huin- 
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in heavenly things be bya fpirituall anointing, Then 
proud man nut be humbled and bee willing to bee taught by a 
divine fpirit.F\efhand blood cannot reveal unto man the 
things of the fpirit, neither can any man call Jefus the 
Lord, but by the Holy Ghoft, for the fle profiteth no- 
thing, it 1s che /pirit that quicke.th,and thefe things they 
are /pirit,and they are/zfe. Allthings that Jefus Chrift 
{pake, and did, they were {poken in paradles , anddone 
in parables tothofethat are without; that searing they 
_ hear and ot under ftand, and feeing they might fee 
and not perceive: but co his Difciples he faith Unto you 
it 1s grven to know che myfteries of the Kingdome, unto 
you, thefe things are revea/ed from the Father. The A- 
poftle tells usin 2 Cor. 10. 5. That the weapons of our 
warfare are not carnal], but mighty through God tothe. 
pullin gs down Of thole devpepare, aby senot,sray vege, xg) wy obec, 
thofe {trong holds, and reafonings, thofe infulting 
notions that lift up themfelves againft Jefus Chritft. 
After all the Jzquifition that ow carnall reafon.can 
make intothe Scriptures of truth,to finde out articles of 
faith: we fhall {till remain #/atisfied, and may perceive 
that we are ftill ready fecretly to aske the fame queftion 
thac Pilate did, What is Truth? Many men doe fome- 
timesthink that they throughly aulenane {piricuall. 
Truths, when, alas! alt rheir knowledge amountethto 
nothing more, then a zealous or paffionate argaing for 
them. The whole Bible toa reafonable man,not regene- 


tated, will be, as that book was which the Prophet 


Va 29.4. 


{peaks of when it was delivered to the learned to read tt, 
he returns it,and fatth, I cannot, for iris fealed;and when 
it was delivered into the hands of the unlearned to read 
it, he faith, I am not learned. We carry Bibles in our 
hands; and fay, we {tudy the word of God, wee do well, 
but untill we a a{pirit from God teaching of us tin- 

wardly, 


s 


\ 


a 
‘ 


&. fi panel 


~ countedto be the 
Spirit, Thetruth ts, vae man would be wife, thou 
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wardly, and rejorizinz us according tothe Tenor of that 
word,we fhall be no gieat Preficients in that knowledge. 





. Hence itis that inthe 1y. Verfof the Epiftle of Judejone 


that hath not the a and onethat 1s fenfuall, areac- 
ame perfon , fenfuaill , not having the 


th 
he be likea wilde affes colt ; Men would not onely Be 


_Mafters of reafon, and natural knowledge, but would | 


alfo have dominion over other mens faith, and would 
fubduethe fpirituall fenfe of the new Creature to the 
Soveraignty aod {upremacy of humane arguinents. But 
asthe Apoftle {peaks feeds, where isthe wife? where 
is the Difputer of this world > hath not God made fool. 
ifh the wifedome of this world > Thefe men indeed, be 


thofe Soxnieops, that would feem to be wile;butis irnot | 


with themas the A poftle {peaks in Kom.1.21. ssxorketncen, 
jpetaadnsar €9 Tels Stas oyiopolsavrwynel suoedrdwas, arethey not 
become dark, and vain in their imaginations; yea,. doe 
they not cam ratione infunire, even tun madd with that, 
which they call their reafon, though it be nothing bet- 
ter then a corrupt enmity again(t the honejéy and femplici- 


- ty of Chrift. Give me leaveto {peak freely in this point 5 


when the great myfteries of the Kingdome of Heaven, 
fuch are Self-denyall, reliance upon the grace of God re~ 
vealed by the Mefliah, /iving by Faith in another, and 
deriving ftrength from Chrift through a promife; I fay, 
when thefe things and the like are propounded to a na- 
turall underftanding, and an unmortified heart ,, will ie 
not fay, that you doe /apides loqui, {peak {tones unto it, 
and cffer that. which-is too hard to be .received > Me 


thinks, when I offer fach {pirituall Truchstobe judg- 


ed atthe Tribunall of natural! uaderftanding, which I 


call argumentative knowledge, it is as when that which. 


belongeth to one jen/e, is prefented to an other,, which 


cannot. 


‘ 





cannot givea perfec judgement of it. Hee that would 
make mee to underftand what Afufck is, and the excel- 


Yency of it, muft not bring mee toonethat can with e- 


loquence relate a flory thereof, and tell mein words, 
what ravifhing Harmony, and rare delights tt doth en- 
tertaine one withal], and then bid tne imagine how eve- 
ry note exceeded the other; for this 1s not to touch up- 
onthe right {tring , but he muft brag me to a Con/ort , 
where mine eare may receive a true impreffion 
from fuch mxjicall delights. It is not enough to pzisnt 
out the beauty of a Rofe in the moft lively colours, and 
fet it before mine eyes, but Imutt /mef to the rofe it 
felfe, and thereby come to know the fweetneffe of 
jt. Weemay thinke to make our/felves great DoZors 
ofthe Law by a méprans sis yrairser, a forme of know!edee, 


but thereby we deceive our felves, attaining onely to a 


poor and beggarly underftanding ‘of the truths therein 
contained; for the beft way to know them, is'to obey 
and praétifethem.Hethat hath his heart truly mortiffed 
tothis world, & 1s crucified with Chrift,being made alive 
againe by that {pirit of regeneration , Hee alone,doth 
attainetothemott quick and lively apprehenfions of 
thofe Truths, that arerevealed by Chrift in his Gofpel. 
‘Thirdly, Tf they alone doe truly know the things of 
Chrift, who-have received his anointing, then cettzin. 
ly, micked men are no contpetent Fudges of Chriftian Do- 
cirine, Whatloever their parts areor their acquired \ear- 
ing in arts and {ciehces, yet, as to ‘heavenly things, they 
are very darkeand ignorant. Perhaps, thisinference,may 
provoke the great wits of the world, to fay as thofe Pha- 
rifes didto’Chrift, ‘Are weblindealfo? Butlam fire 


the Apoftle'tells us, Hee that hath not'‘the Sprit ef 


Chrift is none of his, and he that isnot one of Chrifts 


flock, I-doenot know how he fhould xader/ffard Chrifts 


voice. 
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voice. The prophaner Jews had the zeugaalia legis, the 
great things of the Law delivered to them, aud they ac- 
counted them as a ftrange thing, for, as the Apoftle 
{peahes, Mofes hath a verielying wpon he face, and when 
that people fhall be converted untothe Lord, this veile 
{hall be taken away. Therk isthe fe b of Chriflt covering 
his. {fperit; there: ss:the. Lister: hed ef the word of 
Chrilt as it is printed nour Bibles, which doth, hikea — 
Ata/que, cloude and hidethe beautifull face of Truth, fo 
thac acarnall heart cannot difcerne the beauty, or judge 
aright ofthe exceltency thereof, fo that the preaching 
of Chrift: crucified, it, ondSany abt pape, an offence to: 
the Jew, andtothe Greeks. foolfone/s 5 but unto them 
that are celled, both Jews and Greeks, it is the power of 
God, and the mifcaume of God. Great men are not always 
wife men, aad:the men ofthe world are not fit to advife 
withall ia thethings of God. Some there bee whom Ged 
hath given up sis'cttkqe ode, to a Reprobate minde,toan 





_ injadicions minde,which hath no true judgement in hea- 


venly things. Would any one make a madd man his 
Counfellor? No, He would chule one that ts compos 
mentis,one that is of a fober and difcreet reafon & adore 
with him ina matterof difficulvy. He that 1s of a ranting 
fpirit, and givento the love of fleily pleafures, may 
verba conari, may hke a Parrot, fpeake words which hee 
underftands not, but heis crazed in his intellectualls, and 
knowes not the way of the fptrit m the foule. Let me 
heare one fpeake concerning the worke of Grace, the - 
actings of Faith, the drawings of the{pirit 5 whole eyes - 


have been opened, as Balam {aid of himfelfe, mm another - 


cafe, one who hath had an internall fenfe and feeling of 


_ thefethings within himfelte. for Hee is beft able to un- 


fold fuch hidden myfteries. Bat let us ceaje from man, for | 
wherein is he tobe accounted ot? Tae Day- damning and 
| : the 
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‘all know- 
doth not 
aChrt. 


the day-ftar arifing in our hearts, will give us better 
Might inte that more {ure word, ofthe Prophets and A- 
pofties, then all the leamed School-mc2, or volumi- 
nous Commentators, who havenot plowed with Gods - 
Heifer. | | ae 
cis If knowledge of Chriftian Do@rine muft be 
received by (piritual] anointing, then to be inftrudfed in 
the Letter of the Scripturcs,is #01 enough to make « (hriftian. 
A man may by naturall underftanding , exercifed upon 
the Letter ot the Bible, attaine to very great Orthodoxie 
in Articles of Faith, and feverall points of Religion, 
for that which is truein Drvinity,is true allo in Reafon ; 
bur nocwith{tanding all this litterall knowledge, his 
foule may be like Pharaobs leane kine, a ftarved and ill- 
favoured {oule. The generality -of men in the world 
are exceedingly miftakew in this bufineffe; for they have 
thought it to be Reformation enough, if they might but 
purge their Articles of Faith, and fet forth 1n print that 
which might vindicate the truth of thesr opinions, and 
wayes,from the prejudice that they lye under in the 
World, whereas inthe mid(tof fu ch reformation, men 
fhall be as carwall and devilifh asthey were before, they 
fhall inwardly be as full of pride, and coveton/neffe, of en- 
vy and malice, of hatred and revenge as ever; and th 
fhall have leave to cw mifchiefe, and conceive evill 
will againft theirneighbour, notwithftanding all the e- 
laborate xiccnefe ofa reformed Syffem. Brethren, Wee 
muft not onely reforme our Fookes, though that be very 
gocd, but we muft reforme our hearts, and our lives; 
the powcr of this anointing muft eat outthe prosd fleth of 
ourdiftempered hearts, and satan us alfointe amore 


pure and refined (pirit.>Profeflors doe thinke they attain 


toa great meafure of heavenly skill, if they are but fo well 
read tn the Bible, as to turne from one Scripture to au0- 


ther, 
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other, and compare one place with another, whereby 


they may more ftrongly back that opinion which they 
would defend, whereas all this while, The Scripture 
is athing without them, and the minde of God fs in 
their Bybles, notin their hearts, but the true Chriftian 
hath the word of God tran{cribed into himfelf,and-can 
fay in hismeafure,as Jefus Chrift did,I delight todo thy 
will, O my God, Yea, thy Law 1s within my heart. \Ex- 
napins inthe life of Porpbyrie, {peaking of his Mafter 
Longinus fayth, Hee was fuch anexcellent Schollar, 
That hee was Aésaobian sis telex 9 ofgerarciy usceer, a li- 
ving Library, a walking Studie; all his books werefo 
olin ed,and their notions concoded in his minde, 
that he did (as it were) give life & otion to his Books, _ 
in arequitall for that learning which he had received 
from them.) He isa Chriftian to purpofe,who hath the 
Bible tran/pirited into his minde, who hath digefted 
the fenfe of Scripture into practice and vitall blood. Hee 
is not a Jew which is one oxtwardly , neither is that cir- Rom. 
cumcifion whichis outward ta the flefh, but he isa 29- 
Jew who is one inwardly, and Circumcifion is that of 
the heart, in thef{pirit, whole praifets not: of ex but 
of God. 

Fifthly. Doththe Apoftle bring in this anointing =. uy 
of thefpirit, asthat which fecures holy men from An- Want ofa 
tichriftian impoftures,then here may wee fee the ground ey . 
of thofe great ~A poftacies that are abroad. Doe weeata- | 
ny time fee fome cainent profeffor come tumbling. 
downe ltke Ewcifer from the eight of his profeffion , 
and immerd himfelfe in the dung of worldly wicked-- 
neffe, Jet us know, the reafon is, becaufe he had no 
root in bimfelfe. They went outfrom us; faith our A-|.Joh2 | 
poltle, for they were not of us, They were leviter: | 

ae tinh: - 
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tincki, (ed nox penitus imbuti, they have bad perhaps 
fome fadaine and trenfient tafts of fweetmefie “ge 
wayes of God, but never did feed upon them with 
favour, nor digeft them. They went out from us, 
that it might bee manifeft that they were notall of us; 
There be fome men in the world, who have much of 
that which we call 4gbt in their underftandings, bat 
have no grace nor howcfly in their hearts, and it isno 
wonder ifthey turne away from the Truth ia a time 
of Tewptation, andday of Tryall ; it is rhe good ground 
~ that bringeth forth frat, and itis the honeft heart that 
{tands ina tempeft , —_ Pad gy atone and grounded 
upona Rock. Hee that 1s bwryed mtoamy profeflion 
ma the impudfe of his worldly affeGtions, caa not be 
fetled and eftablifbed in that profeflion, buc mutt turn 
about when thofe affe@ions give the word; Hee 
is likeafhip whofe fails areopen to every gale of 
winde, buthath neither Ballafnor Radder to keep it 
{teddy in Its motion. Many peoplethinkethemfelves 
fo good Proteftants, that they fhould never turn Papifts 5 
who yet, I feare, would fall from their owne ftedfaft- 
nefie into the error of the wicked; and cafting off the 
Proteftant Articles, would eafily entertaine for Faith 
the dogmata of Rowe; the reafon whereof is, Their fouls 
are not converted to that Faith which they profefle. To 
an w#regenerate man who —= up himfelfe to licenti- 
oulnefie, All Religiow isalike, for Religion doth oblige 
and ‘command the foule into a diligent obedience 
tofome Rule, but fuch an unmortified heart cannot 
endure the beautifull bands of a Religious Law. But 
where the Gofpell of Chrift cometh, asit did to the 
Thefjaloniaas, not in word onely, but & dweuu gw war- 
- popopla aon, In potver and much full affurance, where the 
word 
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word of Truth is made manifeft, in mens con{ciences , 
and becometh an engrafted word, there we may be per 
fwaded with the Apoftle, that hee who hath beern a 








- good worke, will per fe 1¢ unto the. coming of Chrift. 


This Imutt confeffe, That men by the improvement 
of their naturall underflandings, and by obferving the 


. Dicates of naturalt con{cten ce, may reforme fome ex- 


ternail enormities and fcandalous vices of their lives, 
and proceed further im ‘profeffion upon actount of 





fone worldly confiderattons, but from all this refor- ’ 


. ination, though tm proved and carryed on very high, 


they may againe nevalt, and apoltatize, becaufe the 
priwciples thereof were extereal/and political, nov reter- 
nall andi genuine Such men asthefeare not like Timo- 


thy, whom Paxéicalleth his ratcrall. forme in the Faith, 


they are not natural] but artificial! Chriftians. Burt hee 
that ts, not in eppecrance onely, but in Trathalfo tranf- 


. formed tnte the image of Chritt, hath the feed of God 


remaining imbtm,. and eferzu/l Hife implanted, which/ 
fhall never withers Hee (hall never drowne himfelfe 
in fendaality, or fall away from the holineffe ofa godly 


_ life, inco-the filth and bafeneffe of a. degenerate {pirit. 


Sok-3.9, 


The Apottle faith, Oportete/fe harefes, There muft bee /. Coy: if.h 


herefies,, Thatthey which are approvedmay be made 
manifeft. Theunderftanding Merchant knows which. 
is the Pearle of price, when one that is ignorant may’ 
be cheated; with a counterfeit. This 1s the excellency: 
and gloryofa {pirit taught of God, That when others 
fall away from the Trhof Dottrme and integrity of life, 
that will {till adhere and cleave unto him. when the 
whole werldihall lye.in.wickednefle, 4 t will preferve’ 
it felfe nn{petted: and: iawelofe, unto the comming of 


they: 
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they couldnot difpute, yetthey could dye for Chrift. 
Hee that is alive in God , fhall not be religious onely 
when he hath the t/mes with him, for that ts eafie, the 
dead fifth can fwimme downe the {treaame; but when the 
wickedneffe ofthetimes, and places where hee lives 
draweth other men into a diffolute loofeneffe, Hee 
fhall {tand like mount Zion, and never be renoved. 
Sixthly, Ifthe Spirit of Chrift be fuch a teaching {pi- 
rit, whereby we know him — then zt concernes eve- 
ry regenerate foule to deale kindely with that fpirit. Oh! 
Bee very tender of the good {pirit of Jefus Chrift. I . 
meane not onely that Gentle fpiric, which fome- 
times breaths upon the Garden of our fouls, aad makes 
the {pices thereof flow out and give their (ent, 
but that fpirie of Chrift alfo which is wxited unto 
and implanted in our Spirits, that New Creature which 
is formed within us. Oh! Take heed of grieving, temp- 
ting, or quenching this {pirit , Spiritus Sandius eft res de- 


_ licata, The divine fpirit is a very tender thing, Let 


none dare to caft water upon it, whereby to coole or 
dampe it,but let it act according to its own natural ten- 
dency. ‘It was the great requeft ofDavids heart in Pfal. _ 
51-11. Caftmenot away from thy prefesce , and take 
not thy Holy fpirit from mee. O Lord, whatfoever 
thou takeft away, doe nottake this away : This {pirit 
isthat which puts me upon obfervance of thy will, 
and doth many times recover and bring me back again , 
when I have forgotten my {elfe and thee. Chriftians ! 
would you know what you are moftof all bebolding to 
in the world? Ic is the good (pirit and life of Jefus 
Chrift; This isthe Zife of your /ives, andthe fexle of 
your fonles; without this {pirit you were but as other — 
men, yea, you were unto God, but as dead carkafés and 
3 ftinking 
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ftinking Carryons. Now if this {pirit be our “fe, and if 
by thismen live, Oh! then be kinde and tender to- 
wards its take heed leaft by any meanes you doe off. nd 
it. Then dothafoule deale barfhly and unkindly with 
this fpirit, when it oppofeth , refifteth and endeavoureth 
to ffifle the motions of it, when the wi/ of Chrift in the 


_ . foul is gain-fayd. Take heed,Chriftians,that you be not 


fo rude as to offer violence,and to force this holy {pirit; 
when that moves you towards God, doe not you turne 
away from God. Whatthe Apoftlebeggs for patience , 
I wouldbegg for the /pirit of Chrift, lec the Nature, 
Spirit, and Lifeof Chrift haye its perfe worke in you, 
let itaG@ according toits owne freedome and latitude, 
The Holy Ghoft that dwells in you, doth advife you 
not onelytobe Chriftians , pro hic & nunc, by fits and 
{tarts, fo as may ferve your owneturnes, but alfoto be . 
enduring, and univerfall Chriftians : This divine Spi- 
rit is not fatisfied if you bee onely moved by it in 
your publick, Affemblies , unlefle you be moved by it 
alfo in your Clofets, your Shops, and in all your Re- 
lations : for the Spheare of the new Creature, is, a 
fober, righteous, and godly life. Where this holy Spirit 
dweils, it will prompt thefouleto fomething which 
is tran{cendent, and abovethe {traine of vulgar fpirits. | 


Now fuppofeI fhould propound to this great Afem- .. | 


bly the Queftion that Chrift propounded to his Dif- — 
ciples in Matth. 5. 7} wepusots audirs, what fingularthing 
doe you more then others? Yea, let me but pro- 
pound it to thofe who are called the holy ones of the 
moft High, Wherin doe you excell the Spirits of 
worldly men? What is-there that may fpeake you 
to bee anointed with this Divine Spirit? Are you 
not as Proud, a3 Cevetous, aS vaine in your converfa- 

| r100s, 


slory. 
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tions, as other men > Oh! Then let me commend this 


unto you, as feafonable aad wholefome counfell, Take 
heed how you ufethe fpirit of Chrift which dwelleth 
in you, and fuffer it to ad lthe it felfe. 

Scventhly, and Laftly. KN holy foules. know heaven- 


Ufe. 
oa hea- ly things by virtue of the a, from. the holy 


one, which teacheth fo fweetly and clearely, then 
from hence wee may gueffe at. the glory of Heaven. Wee 
may ftand upon this Truth as Af/es did upon the 
top of Pi/gab, and: from thence view the land of Pro- 
mife. Wi the dignity of a Chrifttan m-this world, bee 
{uch as to have his minde enlightned wih the. pure 
fpirit of Chrift, whereby he knoweth ehe minde of 


, God with iofalliblecertainty, chen what fhalf his glo- 


ry bee inthe wonldtocome? The Scriptures call thae 
Spirit which Believers recetve Here, the Seale, the 
earnefé and firft. fruits of that which they fhall receive 
hereafter. And although this prefent- knowledge 
which they have of heavenly Truths, doth fo farre 
exceed and tranfcend all the litterall knowledge of | 
other men; yetthe Apoftle accounts it darkand-anig- 
maticall in c.nparifon of that knowledge which. hee 
expects at the Revelation of Jefus Chrifts; for in 
this mixture of flefh and fptrie the fovle doth 
we glaffés and per/picfives , but then it thall fee sgbearee 
' aeds tplowxer, face to- face; then-fhallut know cver as 1¢ 
is knowne. Oh! What infinite erenity and furpaf- 
fing brightnefe fhall then incompaffe holy foules, wher 
they fhall fee all Truth 7% hi” Who 1s Truth ivfelf 2 
Here wee may often mect- with vecations, difputes 
from contentions Spirits, buc in Heaven there: Mall bee 
altun filentium,adeep filence and everla(ting ret, where 
our foulesfhall' wade into a Sea-of light-and enter. er 
avd 
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